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SUBJECT: ROK NUCLEAR PROCESSING PLANT: CANADIAN APPROACH 
REP: A. SEOUL 9526, B. SEOUL 9661 

1. CANADIAN AMBASSADOR STILES PROVIDED ME WITH READOUT ON 
HIS CONVERSATION DECEMBER 19 WITH FOREIGN MINISTER RE NUCLEAR 
REPROCESSING ISSUE. STILES MET WITH POREIGN MINISTER THIS 
MORNING SHORTLY APTER CABINET MEETING AT WHICH PONMIN HAD 
RESIGNED AND WAS LATER REPLACED; PONMIN CLEARLY PREOCCUPIED, 

BUT FULLY BRIEFED. 

2. STILES IN MAKING APPROACH STATED THAT SIGNATURE OF AGREEMENT 
ON CANADIAN REACTOR WOULD HAVE TO BE DELAYED AT LEAST UNTIL 
JANUARY 19 WHEN PARLIAMENT RECONVENES BUT NO DATE COULD BE SET 
AT PRESENT POR SIGNATURE. HE REVIEWED STRONG OPPOSITION IN 
CANADIAN PARLIAMENT TO AGREEMENT AND SAID THAT CANADIAN GOVERNMENT 
WOULD BE RELYING ON WRITTEN ROKG ASSURANCES RE 

NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION. HE ASKED PONMIN WHETHER THESE ASSURANCES 
STILL APPLY. 

3. ACCORDING STILES, PONMIN REPLIED YES, ROKG HAS NO, RPT NO, 
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WENT ON TO STATE THAT USG IS WORRIED ABOUT KOREAN ACQUISITION 
OF REPROCESSING PLANT FROM FRENCH, BUT ROKG DOES NOT SEE BASIS 
FOR THIS WORRY. HOWEVER, IF USG ASSURES ROKG THAT IT WILL 
SUPPLY KOREAN REQUIREMENTS FOR REPROCESSING OF NUCLEAR WASTE 
MATERIAL, THERE WILL BE NO NEED FOR ROKG TO ACQUIRE PLANT. 

4. IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS, STILES THEN ASKED WHY 
ROKG NEEDS REPROCESSING PLANT SINCE IT CANNOT USE EITHER US OR 
CANADIAN DERIVED SPENT FUEL. HE ASKED FURTHER WHERE, UNDER 
THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, ROKG WOULD ACQUIRE SPENT FUEL. FONMIN 
REPLIED THAT THEY WOULD ACQUIRE IT ON THE INTERNATIONAL MARKET. 
STILES COMMENTED THAT ON BASIS CONVERSATION, HE IS CONVINCED 
ROKG IS UNDER NO RPT NO ILLUSIONS AS TO WHY CANADIANS 
DELAYED SIGNATURE OF AGREEMENT AND THAT KOREANS UNDERSTAND 
LINKAGE BETWEEN DELAY OF SIGNATURE AND REPROCESSING ISSUE. 

5. LAST EVENING, IN BRIEF ASIDE TO ME, FONMIN COMMENTED THAT, 

"I THINK I HAVE TAKEN CARE OF YOUR BIG PROBLEM." I COULD ONLY 
ASCERTAIN THAT HE WAS REFERRING TO REPROCESSING ISSUE, BUT DID 
NOT HAVE OPPORTUNITY TO FOLLOW UP. IN LIGHT CONVERSATION TODAY 
WITH CANADIAN AMBASSADOR, FONMIN'S COMMENT TO ME MAY HAVE 
GREATER SIGNIFICANCE. 

6. COMMENT: IN ADDRESSING QUESTIONS IN SEOUL'S 9662 AND 9663 

I STRONGLY URGE THAT WE GIVE PARTICULAR EMPHASIS TO QUESTION 
RE PROVISION OF NUCLEAR REPROCESSING SERVICES AND PROVIDE 
POSITIVE ASSURANCES TO ARRANGE FOR REPROCESSING IN US 
PLANTS, IF MULTINATIONAL FACILITIES NOT YET AVAILABLE, AT 
SUCH TIME AS ROKG HAS SUFFICIENT WASTE MATERIAL AVAILABLE 
FOR REPROCESSING. 
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